
 NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH NEWSLETTER 

Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office 
Crime Prevention Unit has been 
getting questions about how to 
keep safe when outside running, 
jogging and walking. 

 

1. Pay attention to your      
surroundings and don’t get 
complacent. At the first    
indication of trouble turn the 
other way. 

2. Stay in groups or in areas 
where other are also running 
jogging , or walking. 

3. Tell people where you are 
going and when to expect 
you back. 

4. Carry a cell phone and an ID 
with you. (Is your cell phone 
charged?) 

5. Have 911 and the Sheriff’s 

O f f i c e  Non -Emergency    
number on speed dial (703-
771-1021) 

6. Try to only go out in the  
daylight hours.            
NOTE: the W&OD Trail is 
closed after sunset. 

7. If you must run after sunset, 
stay on well lit and well trav-
eled public pathways. 

8. Vary your walking/running 
routine. 

9. Do not wear headphone or 
ear buds. These item block 
out one of your most impor-
tant senses. 

10. Know something about where 
you are running. IE: Closet 
public place (gas station, 
convenience store, etc.) 
Somewhere you can run to 
get help. 

11. If you observe anything 
unusual call immediately. 
That suspicious person in 
the woods may be waiting 
for someone else. 

Important Numbers: 
 Emergency   911 

 Non-Emergency                       
    703-777-1021                     
  703-777-0445 

 Poison Control                            
    1-800-222-1222 

 Animal Control                                      
   703-777-0406 

 Sheriffs Office Admin                                          
   703-771-0407 

 Narcotic Tip Line  
   703-779-0552 

 Crime Solvers                           
   703-777-1919 

           Mail /Parcel Thefts 

  Another common issue this time 
of year is the theft of delivered 
parcels. This crime is generally 
easily perpetrated and can be 
difficult to prosecute unless the 
criminal is caught in the act. A 
few tips to help deter these types 
of crimes. 

 

 Request specific drop off 
times. 

 Ask for the parcel to be 
placed on a back porch or 
beside the front porch. (Out 
of view from the road.) 

 Pick up the packages at a 
package store such as a UPS 
store etc. 

 Let a trusted neighbor know 
you are expecting a deliver 
and have them keep an eye 
out and bring it in once de-
livered. 

  Know when you are expect-
ing certain items in the mail. 
If they do not arrive, imme-
diately call the sender and 
check the status of the item.  

 Postal Service mail is gener-
ally sorted and grouped 
facing the same way. If you 
retrieve your mails and it is 
unsorted, it may be an indi-
cation that someone went 
through your mailbox. 

 Report suspicious persons or 
activity IMMEDIATELY. 

Additional information about mail 
theft can be found at the United 
States Postal Inspectors website 
www.usps.gov 

Remember if you see suspected 
mail theft occurring contact the 
Sheriff’s Office immediately at  
703-771-1021. 

Jogging/Walking Safety 1 

Mail/Parcel Theft 1 

Solicitor Requirements 2 

Disaster Scams 2 

FAQ’s 2 

Inside this issue: 

Safe Running and Jogging 

April 1, 2011 Issue:  28 



We are again entering the season where we will 
see an increase in solicitors in our area. In many 
cases these businesses are legitimate and are 
providing their customers a service. In other 
cases these businesses are less than scrupulous 
and use high pressure sales tactics and intimida-
tion to make sales.  

All solicitors that operate inside the county are 
required to register with the Sheriff’s Office. As 
part of this registration a background check is 
completed and information on the employer is 
obtained. Through this process, anyone ap-
proved to solicit is issued an identification card 
showing there are a registered solicitor. (See 
Pictures). All solicitors are required to display 
and upon request, provide their identification 
card to any person they are contacting as a 
solicitation. 

In addition to registering and tracking would be 
solicitors this process also hold solicitors to a 
code of conduct. Should a solicitor violate this 
code of conduct then their privilege will be re-
voked and they will not be authorized to solicit 
within Loudoun County for a period of one year.  

This code of conduct can be found online at:  

www.loudoun.gov 

Examples of these codes are: 

 Weekday Soliciting Hours: 9am to 9pm.  

 No Sunday’s or state or National Holidays 

 Must leave when asked by property owner. 

 Solicitors must conduct themselves in a law-
ful and orderly manner. 

 Must identify self and purpose of being on 
the property. 

 Must give written receipt for all transactions. 

  

Any person who witnesses a violation of this code 
of conduct or encounters a solicitor who refuses 
to provide their county issued solicitor permit or 
does not have a permit should contact the Sher-
iff’s Office at the non-emergency number and 
report the incident immediately. Deputies will 
follow up and check the area for the solicitor. If 
the case warrants, deputies have the option to 
issue a summons for a violation of the county 
ordinance.  
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If you would like to have a question 
answered, please e-mail the question 
to Nathaniel.Payne@loudoun.gov 
or James.Spurlock@loudoun.gov 

Solicitor Requirements 

 Japanese Disaster Scams 

With the recent disaster in Japan, there are al-
ready criminals preying  on the good natured 
citizens of Loudoun County. These types of dis-
aster often bring out the best in most people but 
also bring out the worst type of criminals. If  you 
choose to donate toward relief/rescue efforts 
here are a few tips to make sure your money is 
well used. 

1: Check out any charity or group that says they 
are collecting for relief efforts. 

2: If you get a phone call, request written infor-
mation about the charity and never give credit 
card or bank account info over the phone. 

3: Inquire about how your monies will be used 
or how much (percentage) goes toward relief 
efforts versus operations cost. 

4: Never donate cash! Regardless of the charity. 
Sadly, cash is sometime pocketed by volunteers 
and never makes it to the organization. 

5: Get a receipt for two reasons. Tax deduction 
and to ensure the amount you donated is what 
they charged your credit card or withdrew from 
your bank account. 

6: Be careful giving online. A lot of websites may 
look official but many are scam sites set up to 
prey on those trying to help. Only go to official 
websites and check the http: address to be sure 
you were not redirected. 

7: If you are approached in a public place or have 
someone come to your door seeking donations, 
ask to see some form of organization identifica-
tion. If it doesn’t seem legitimate contact the 
Sheriff’s Officer immediately and we will check 

them out. 

8: The fastest way to check out a charity 
is by going to  

http://www.bbb.org/us/article/charities-
providing-japan-earthquake-relief-26046 

This list is compiled by the Better Business 
Bureau. 

 

Solicitor Permit 
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