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Important Numbers:
* Emergency 911

* Non-Emergency
703-777-1021
703-777-0445

* Poison Control
1-800-222-1222

Animal Control
703-777-0406

* Sheriffs Office Admin
703-771-0407

* Narcotic Tip Line
703-779-0552

* Crime Solvers
703-777-1919

Spring Break is Coming!!!

Some people will be planning
to take a well deserved holiday
during this time of the year. Do
not forget that when you wish
to take a vacation, plan on do-
ing some basic crime preven-
tion to help protect your prop-
erty.

1. Tell a trusted neighbor
when you will be away.
Have them pick up your
mail, newspapers, and
keep an extra eye out on
your property.

2. Make your home look as if

it is occupied. Have your
lights on timers that have
random on-off switches.

If you have an automatic
garage door opener make
sure you lock, unplug, or
turn the power off to it.
Also a good idea would be
to use the manual lock.

4. You can call the Sheriff's

Office non-emergency
number and ask for a pa-
trol unit to check on your

house while you are
away.

Secure all vehicles that
will be left at home and
remove all small elec-

(Continued on page 2)

Open Garages Revisited..

WARNING

>

NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH

WE ARE WATCHING TO
REPORT SUSPICIOUS
ACTIVITY OR PERSONS

TO

LOUDOUN COUNTY
SHERIFF’'S OFFICE

We have recently seen a
number of incidents where
thieves are simply entering
open garages and stealing
items from vehicles and
homes.

Open garage doors are a
nightly occurrence for the
Sheriff's Office. Our patrol
deputies routinely see open
garages and in many cases
attempt to contact the
homeowner to make them
aware of the situation. This
behavior puts both your
property and family at risk
since many resident do not
lock the interior door to the
garage since they assume

the garage door is closed.
In some cases thieves
have entered homes and
stolen items right from the
kitchen counter as resi-
dents watched TV or slept
inside the home.

Citizens sometimes do not
take expensive items out
of, or even lock their vehi-
cles if the vehicles are
parked in a garage. This
places both the contents
and the vehicle at risk.

Kids are also entering ga-
rages for the sole purpose
of stealing alcohol from
refrigerators in garages.
Remember if you have a

“beer fridge” it is your re-
sponsibility to keep it se-
cured!

Be sure to check your
garage door before head-
ing off to bed or before it
gets dark.
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Frequently Asked Questions

If you would like to have a question an-
swered, please e-mail the question to
Nathaniel.Payne@loudoun.gov or

James.Spurlock@loudoun.gov

Thefts from Locker Rooms

Loudoun County Sheriff's Office has
seen a number of larcenies from public
and private health clubs and gyms.
The suspects check unlocked lockers
in the locker rooms and steal anything
of value. There has even been recent
incidents where car keys were taken
and the victims vehicle had property
removed from it. This trend has been
escalating recently.

Tips for securing you personal prop- .

erty:

e Only take in what you absolutely
need.

e Leave wallet and cell phones in

your vehicle, secured in the trunk.

Choose lockers near the end of the
row. These lockers can be seen by
more people and are less likely to
be tampered with.

If you use your own lock, do not
secure your property with a cheap
lock, ie: $300 dollar cell phone, $5
lock.

If you are victimized, REPORT

THE INCIDENT! If you do not re-
port the theft we cannot compare
the information to other incidents.

Spring Break cont.

tronics, garage door openers, and
money from those vehicles.

6. Bushes and shrubs should not be al-

lowed to grow higher that 24 inches or 9.

higher than the lower ledge of a first
floor window.

7. Check outside lights to make sure they
are working properly.

8. Keep larger trees limbs from hanging
below six feet from the ground. You
want your house to be visible by your

neighbors so they can call in suspi-
cious persons they may see around
your house.

Lastly and most important, get out and
get to know your neighbors. A trusted
relationship with a few neighbors goes
a long way in keeping your community
safe.

Upcoming Events

None Scheduled at this time.
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