
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH NEWSLETTER 

 The months of July and Au-
gust  are the two highest 
months across the US for 
burglaries. Remember a bur-
glary is a crime of opportu-
nity. The best way to combat 
this crime is by controlling 
the opportunities. 

• Always ensure your win-
dows and doors are 
locked if you are leaving 
your residence. Even a 
short trip to the store 
can be enough time for a 
burglar. 

• Do not hide or store 
valuable jewelry in nor-
mal locations ie: Jewelry 
Boxes/Drawers. Bur-
glars know where to look 
and will head directly to 
those places.   

• Make the would be bur-
glar work for what they 

may get. Burglars do not 
want to spend a lot of time 
in a home. Store valuables 
in non-traditional locations 
and in non traditional con-
tainers.  

• When you leave home look 
for any suspicious vehicles 
or persons in your 
neighborhood. They may be 
waiting for you to leave. 
Call and report them im-
mediately.  

• When in doubt let us figure 
it out. Make the call, do not 
approach, and be the best 
witness you can be.  

• If you go on vacation have 
a trusted neighbor watch 
you home and report any 
suspicious behavior. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Numbers: 
∗ Emergency   911 

∗ Non-Emergency                       
    703-777-1021                     
  703-777-0445 

∗ Poison Control                            
    1-800-222-1222 

∗ Animal Control                                      
   703-777-0406 

∗ Sheriffs Office Admin                                          
   703-771-0407 

∗ Narcotic Tip Line  
   703-779-0552 

∗ Crime Solvers                           Secret Shopper Scam 

There have been a recent 
series of “Secret Shopper 
Scams” that are arriving 
through the US Mail. The 
letter will contain a very 
convincing looking but fake 
check and a letter with in-
structions. These instruc-
tions will tell you to deposit 
the check and then within 
24 hours, make a series of 

transactions. Included in 
these instructions will be 
three wire transfers to ex-
isting accounts using ser-
vices such as Western Un-
ion or other wire transfer 
companies. The letter will 
also state that you may 
keep any left over funds 
after the transactions have 
been completed.  By the 

time your bank has deter-
mined the check is a fake 
your have spent several 
thousands of dollars of your 
money with little to show.  
If you receive a letter of 
this type you should con-
tact the US Postal Inspec-
tors Service to make a re-
port. 
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F.A.Q.’s 

Loudoun County residents are still having 
items stolen from their vehicles.  The most 
common items taken  include GPS units, small 
electronics and money.  Some ways to help 
prevent this are: 

1. Remove all items from your vehicle when 
not in use.  When you cannot do this, put 
the items inside the glove box (lockable 
ones are preferred). 

2. A visible GPS unit is an obvious target, 
but car prowlers also look for any signs 
that one might be hidden inside the vehi-
cle, such as a mount on the window or 
dashboard. Even the circle left on the 
windshield from a suction cup mount is 
enough for some crooks to break in. They 
assume a GPS unit is hidden somewhere 
inside. So get rid of all tell-tale signs. 

3. Park inside your garage, if available, and 
keep the garage locked.  Or, try to park 
near or under an     illuminated area. 

4. KEEP YOUR VEHICLE LOCKED.  
Most stolen items are taken from vehi-
cles that are not locked. 

If your vehicle is broken into remember to 
report it to the Sheriff’s Office.  It is also 
helpful to have the serial numbers of the sto-
len items available when the deputies arrive.   

County wide this is the most frequent crimi-
nal event. To help combat this ongoing issue 
please report suspicious persons you may see 
in and around your neighborhood. 

As the new school year approaches 
Loudoun County Crime Prevention 
Unit would like everyone to think 
ahead about some safety ideas. 

1. For students that are walking 
to school it is always  good  to 
have them walk in groups.  
Take your kids out and walk the 
route with them beforehand so 
they are more comfortable.  It is 
also a good idea to teach them 
about crossing streets safely 
and listening to crossing 
guards. 

2. If your child is riding a bike to 
school please have them wear a 

3. Be patient of busses.  Do not pass 
stopped school busses picking up 
children, be careful and watch for 
children at bus stops. 

4. Teach children about strangers.  
Some children love to talk to just 
about anyone.  Not talking to 
strangers or taking anything from 
strangers is a wonderful topic 
around this time. 

With everyone’s help Loudoun 
County Sheriff’s Office would like to 
make this the safest school year yet! 

School is Coming!! 
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helmet.  Remember there is an 
ordinance in Loudoun County 
about this. 

Thefts from Vehicles!!  
INCIDENTS TO DATE 

 

JANUARY : 86 
FEBRUARY:  120 

MARCH: 103 
APRIL:  69 
MAY:  80 

JUNE:  143 
JULY:  128 

 

If you would like to have a question answered, please e-mail the question to  

Nathaniel.Payne@loudoun.gov or James.Spurlock@loudoun.gov 



McGruff Camps End 

Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office is proud to announce its 
first Business Watch, PEACOCK MARKET PLAZA, in 
South Riding.  The Business Watch program  is modeled 
after the highly popular Neighborhood Watch program.  

It is the hope of the Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office that 
more businesses will soon be added to the ranks.  To-
gether Neighborhood Watch and Business  Watch can 
work for a common goal.  “Safer neighborhoods and safer 
places to shop.”   

The Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office 
would like to update the public with 
the laws concerning mini motorcycles, 
also known as pocket bikes.   

Manufacturers intended these vehi-
cles to be operated on PRIVATE 
PROPERTY only, and not for use on a 
public street or highway. 

Mini motorcycles can be powered by 
gasoline or an electric engine.  While 
they are powered by smaller engines 
these vehicles can reach speeds of 
more than 35 mph.. 

Other things to think about is safety.  
While on  these vehicles the operators 
head and chest are around the same 

Mini Motorcycles 
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level as a normal vehicle bumper.  
This would make even a smaller acci-
dent very serious. 

A mini motorcycle is defined per the 
state of Va.  as  a motorcycle that has 
a gasoline engine that displaces less 
than 150 cc’s, has a seat less than 24 
inches in height measured from the 
middle of the sear perpendicular to 
the ground and has no manufacturer-
issued vehicle identification number. 

VA state code 46.2-991.1. Opera-
tion of motor driven cycles on 
public highways is prohibited. 

Business Watch 

Congratulations to this years 
graduates of McGruff camp!  
Around 340 children attended this 
year camps.   



 

Graffiti Abatement 
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§ 15.2-908 amended. 
 
Graffiti abatement.  
Defines "defacement" to mean the unauthorized application by any means of any writing, painting, draw-
ing, etching, scratching, or marking of an inscription, word, mark, figure, or design of any type. 
Permits localities to charge a property owner for the cost or expenses of removing defacement that oc-
curs on a public or private building, wall, fence, or other structure located on an unoccupied property. 
Every charge that remains unpaid shall constitute a lien against such property, but no lien shall be 
chargeable to the owners of such 
property unless the locality shall have given a minimum of 15 days notice to the property owner prior to 
the removal 
of the defacement. HB 2138 CH. 462; SB 1369 CH. 319 
 
§ 15.2-908 amended. 
Graffiti abatement.  
Permits courts to order any person convicted of unlawfully defacing property to pay full or partial restitu-
tion to the locality for costs incurred by the locality in removing or repairing the defacement. Further pro-
vides that such order of restitution shall be docketed as provided in § 8.01-446 and may be enforced by 
the locality in the same manner as a judgment in a civil action. HB 2424 CH. 475 

Upcoming events 
 August 18th Neighborhood Watch Start Up (Parkside NW) 
August 26th 5pm Home Security (Ashburn Library, Amberligh NW) 
August 27th 7pm Gang Awareness (Potomac Green NW) 
September 15th 7pm Home Security (Dulles Safety Center) 
October 13th 7pm Home Security (Lakes Rec. Center, Ashburn Village NW) 
October 15th 7pm Internet Safety for Parents (Dulles Safety Center, South Village NW) 
 


