
H.E.A.T. is an acronym for 
Help Eliminate Auto Theft.  
This program is a coopera-
tive effort of the Virginia 
State police, DMV, and 
local law enforcement.  

H.E.A.T pushes the Lay-
ered Approach to Protec-
tion.  This is because the 
more time a thief has to 
spend stealing a car, the 
greater the chance of detec-
tion.  That's why car 
thieves take the easy route-
-it's faster.  

To make your vehicle a 
tough target, the National 

Insurance Crime Bureau 
recommends a "Layered 
Approach." The more layers 
of protection on your vehi-
cle, the tougher it is to 
steal. 

These Layers include: 

1. Common sense! 

2. Visible or Audible 
Deterrents 

3. A vehicle immobi-
lizer. 

4. Tracking system 

H.E.A.T. provides a 24-
hour-a-day, seven-day-a-
week toll-free number— 
1-800-947-HEAT (4328) 

— for citizens to call and 
report information con-
cerning the theft of vehi-
cles, vehicle parts or chop 
shop operations. Callers 
may remain anonymous 
throughout the process.   

Additionally callers who 
supply tips leading to ar-
rests are eligible for re-
wards of up to $25,000. 
For more information, 
please visit 
www.heatreward.com 

 NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH NEWSLETTER 

Important Numbers: 
 Emergency   911 

 Non-Emergency                       
    703-777-1021                     
  703-777-0445 

 Poison Control                            
    1-800-222-1222 

 Animal Control                                      
   703-777-0406 

 Sheriffs Office Admin                                          
   703-777-0407 

 Narcotic Tip Line  
   703-779-0552 

 Crime Solvers                           
   703-777-1919 

Mcgruff Safety Camp 

Inside this issue: 

 

June 3, 2010 Issue 19 
H.E.A.T 1 

McGruff Safety Camp 1 

F.A.Q.’s 2 

 Mini-motorcycles 2 

Upcoming events 3 

dren that have made it into 
the 2010 McGruff Safety 
Camp. 

Every year Loudoun 
County Sheriff’s Office 
Crime Prevention Unit and 
Loudoun Fire and Rescue 
hold a free week long camp 
for kindergarten and first 
grade children.  At this 
camp the children learn 
such things as fire safety, 
bike safety and stranger 
safety, among many other 
things.  This camp has be-
come so popular that Lou-

doun County Sheriff’s Office 
has had to add 3 additional 
camps in the last 2 years.  
Even with this increase in 
class numbers the camp 
still fills up very quickly.  
This years camps will start 
the week of June 28th and 
continue until July 23th. 
During this time period no 
Neighborhood Watch 
classes will  be held.  Con-
gratulations to all the chil-
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If you would like to have a question answered, please e-mail the question to  

Nathaniel.Payne@loudoun.gov or James.Spurlock@loudoun.gov 

F.A.Q’s 

 Mini Motorcycle 

some form of identification. 

The mini-motorcycle rule is: 

1.  No person shall operate a motor 
driven cycle on any public highway. 

If you would like to have a question an-
swered, please e-mail the question to:  

Nathaniel.Payne@loudoun.gov or 
James.Spurlock@loudoun.gov 

 

  

Q: Can I pass a school bus on a 
divided highway if I am going in 
the opposite direction of the 
school bus? 

A: According to Code of Virginia  sec-
tion 46.2-859: If the road is divided 
by a median that is not paved you 
do not have to stop. 

Q: What are the laws relating to   
Moped’s and mini motorcycles? 

A: This question comes up a lot in the 
summertime.  First, a moped is 
defined as - a vehicle that travels 
on not more than three wheels in 
contact with the ground that has a 
seat that is no less than 24 inches 
in height, measured from the mid-
dle of the seat perpendicular to the 
ground and a gasoline, electric, or 

hybrid motor that displaces less than 50 
cubic centimeters.   A mini-motorcycle is 
defined as a motorcycle that has a 
gasoline engine that displaces less than 
150 cubic centimeters; has a seat less 
than 24 inches in height, measured from 
the middle of the seat perpendicular to 
the ground; and has no manufacturer-
issued vehicle identification number. 

Both have laws regulating there use on 
roadways.  The moped rules are: 

 1.  No moped will be operated on a 
highway faster than 35 mph.  If operated 
faster than 35 mph the individual will be con-
sidered as operating a motorcycle. 

 2.  No moped will be driven on a 
highway by anyone under the age of 16 and 
every person operating a moped shall carry 

The Loudoun County Sheriff’s Office 
would like to update the public with the 
laws concerning mini motorcycles, also 
known as pocket bikes.   

Manufacturers intended these vehicles 
to be operated on PRIVATE PROP-
ERTY only, and not for use on a public 
street or highway. 

Mini motorcycles can be powered by 
gasoline or an electric engine.  While 
they are powered by smaller engines 
these vehicles can reach speeds of 
more than 35 mph. 

Another thing to think about is safety.  
While on  these vehicles the operators’ 
head and chest are around the same 
level as a normal vehicle bumper.  This 
would make even a smaller accident 
very serious. 

A mini motorcycle is defined per the 
state of Virginia as  a motorcycle that 
has a gasoline engine that displaces 
less than 150 cc’s, has a seat less than 
24 inches in height measured from the 
middle of the seat perpendicular to the 
ground and has no manufacturer-issued 

vehicle identification number. 

VA state code 46.2-991.1. Operation 
of motor driven cycles on public 
highways is prohibited. 
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 Upcoming Events 

June 12th, 2010 -- Vacation Safety and Planning 4:00 P.M. Lansdowne 

June 12th, 2010 --  Child Id’s 10:00 A.M. -- 2:00 P.M. Dulles South Safety Center 

June 21st, 2010 --  Intro to Policing 7:00 P.M. Belmont, Hunt Civic Center 
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