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Important Numbers:
* Emergency 911

* Non-Emergency
703-777-1021
703-777-0445

Poison Control
1-800-222-1222

*

Animal Control
703-777-0406

Sheriffs Office Admin
703-771-0407

*

*

Narcotic Tip Line
703-779-0552

*

Crime Solvers
703-777-1919

Crimes are frequently solved
by a partnership between the
community and it’s law en-
forcement agency. Without
this vital link crimes may go
unreported or even unsolved.

The Loudoun County Sheriff’s
Office relies on the commu-
nity to report suspicious activ-
ity, crimes in progress, or
crimes that have just oc-
curred. There are many times
people will observe suspicious
activity and not report it.
This is mostly because people
do not want to “bother” the
sheriff's department, or are
worried about what people
may think if it turns out to be
“nothing.” In actuality even

nothing is something. It will
bring a Sheriff’s presence to the
community so others will know
that someone is “watching” the
community. Loudoun County
Sheriff's Office would like to
encourage active participation
in helping keep your commu-
nity safe by calling at the first
sign of suspicious activity and
being a good witness.

A good witness is someone who
can remember the details, such
as the height, weight, hair color
and style, and clothing of a sus-
pect.

If a vehicle was involved a good
witness would remember a li-
cense plate, color, make, model,

any identifying marks, and
direction of travel.

A good witness would proba-
bly carry a pen and some
paper so that as something
happens they could write it
down. The longer that you
wait the more information
you may forget.

Most importantly a good
witness is a safe witness. If
a crime does occur please do
not try to get involved, call
911, and write down what

you observed
as soon as
possible.

Open Garage Doors.....

WARNING

>

NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH

WE ARE WATCHING TO
REPORT SUSPICIOUS
ACTIVITY OR PERSONS

TO

LOUDOUN COUNTY
SHERIFF’'S OFFICE

We have recently seen a
number of incidents where
thieves are simply entering
open garages and stealing
items from vehicles and
homes.

Open garage doors are a
nightly occurrence for the
Sheriff’s Office. Our patrol
deputies routinely see open
garages and in many cases
attempt to contact the
homeowner to make them
aware of the situation. This
behavior puts both your
property and family at risk

since many resident do not
lock the interior door to the
garage since the assume
the garage door is closed.
In some cases thieves have
entered homes and stolen
items right from the
kitchen counter as
residents watched TV

or slept inside the
home. '
Citizens  sometimes

do not take expensive
items out of, or even
lock their vehicles if
the vehicles are

parked in a garage. This
places both the contents
and the vehicle at risk. Be
sure to check your garage
door before heading off to
bed or before it gets dark.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Q: Is their an ordinance for taking
down Christmas Decorations?

There is not a county regulation that gov-
erns when Christmas Decorations must
be take down. However, many HOA’s
have regulations that pertain to holiday
decoration and their timely removal.
Please consult your HOA if applicable.

Q: Is there some law saying | have to
remove snow from a sidewalk in
front of my residence?

Actually there is a county ordinance that
does say you need to remove snow or
ice from a sidewalk if it touches your
property. With the many school children
that walk to school this is also a safety
issue.

1022.01 REMOVAL OF SNOW AND ICE.

(a) Removal Required. Every occupant, owner
or other person in charge of any property in the
County which has a sidewalk or a footway of
stone, brick, gravel, cinder, wood or other sub-
stance, when such walk is publicly owned or
maintained, and is adjoining and touching the
property in front, rear or either side thereof,
shall have all snow and ice, and any combina-
tion thereof, removed from such sidewalk or
footway within six hours after such snow or ice,
or a combination thereof, has ceased falling,
unless the same has fallen during the night, in
which case it shall be removed before 12:00
noon following the night in which the snow or
ice, or combination thereof, has fallen. In the
event snow or ice, or a combination thereof,
falls upon Sunday, such occupants, owners or
other persons in charge shall have until 12:00
noon Monday to comply with this requirement.

(b) When Removal Not Required. The require-
ments of subsection (a) hereof shall not apply

when such snow or ice, or a combination thereof,

cannot be removed without injury to the sidewalk

or footway. In such an event, however, such side-
walk or footway shall be covered within the appli-
cable period of time as specified in subsection (a)
hereof with sand, ashes or some other substance
that will render it safe for travel.

(c) Exceptions. This section shall not apply when
the occupant, owner or other person in charge of
a property is prevented from fulfilling the require-
ments of subsections (a) and (b) hereof because
of physical or mental disability or is sixty-five years
of age or older, and said occupant, owner or other
person in charge has made reasonable efforts to
undertake alternative means for fulfilling said re-
quirements.

H.E.A.T

HEAT is an acronym for Help Eliminate Auto Theft. This
is a cooperative effort of the Virginia State police, DMV ,
and local law enforcement. H.E.A.T. provides a 24-hour-
a-day, seven-day-a-week toll-free number—1-800-947-
HEAT (4328)—for citizens to call and report information
concerning the theft of vehicles, vehicle parts or chop
shop operations. Callers may remain anonymous
throughout the process. Additionally callers who supply
tips leading to arrests are eligible for rewards of up to
$25,000. For more information, please visit

www.heatreward.com
H.E.A..T. FACTS

In 2009 Northern Virginia accounted for 22% of all

auto thefts in the entire state.

Since H.E.A.T. began in 1992, Motor Vehicle Thefts have

decreased by 42%.

43% of all arrested auto
thief's in Virginia were 20
years old or younger.

HELP ELIMINATE AUTO THEFT

DEER

In the colder months deer have a ten-

dency to move around their areas more.

This results in more deer related acci-

If in an accident where a deer or

other animal is injured or you find an
injured animal — stay away from the

dents within these months. Motorists are
reminded that while deer may look “cute”
or “harmless” that they still are wild ani-
mals. Remember all animals if injured or
frightened can become dangerous.

animal and notify the Sheriff's Office.
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Make an Auto Safety Kit for Winter!!

Although a lot of people keep a severe weather kit at home, many do not realize the importance of keeping another disaster kit in the
car. Since most people spend a large portion of their time away from home or in their cars, it is vital to have secondary disaster kits in
the event of an emergency.

This kit should include (but not limited to):

Tire Chains Roll of paper towels

Bag of sand, salt, or kitty litter Flashlight and extra batteries

Snow Shovel Blanket

Ice Scrapper Extra Clothing (hat, warm shoes, gloves)

Booster Cables First aid kit

Warning device (flares or emergency lights) Snack bars or other “emergency” food and water

Fuel line de-icer Matches and emergency candles (only use with open windows)
Extra windshield wiper fluid Road maps

“Call Police” or other help signs
Cell phone with full battery (and charger)

Some Tips for Winter Driving:
Always keep the gas tank topped off. When it gets to half, fill it up.

Do not travel unless absolutely necessary. If you do have to make the trip, en-
sure someone is aware of your route of travel.

Carry a cellular phone. Your cell phone can be used during emergencies and
for notifying those expecting your arrival in case there are weather delays.

Always buckle-up. Your seat belt can be the best protection against drivers who
are tense and in a hurry because of weather conditions.

Pay attention. Don’t try to out-drive the conditions. Remember the posted speed limits are for dry pavement.
Leave plenty of room for stopping.

Leave room for maintenance vehicles and plows — stay back a safe stopping distance and don’t pass on the right.
Use brakes carefully. Brake early. Brake correctly. It takes more time to stop in adverse conditions.

Watch for slippery bridges, even when the rest of the pavement is in good condition. Bridges will ice up sooner than the adjacent
pavement.

Don't use your cruise control in wintry conditions. Even roads that appear clear can have sudden slippery spots and the short touch of
your brakes to deactivate the cruise control feature can cause you to lose control of your vehicle.

Clear entire windshield not just
one area

Go slow!

Crime Prevention Classes

No classes at this time.
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